[The characteristics of the antibody response of animals immunized with components of the surface structures of Francisella tularensis].
Antibody formation in animals immunized with one of the components of F. tularensis surface structures was studied. The time course of antibody formation in 20 hamadryas baboons was studied in the passive hemagglutination (PHA) test, microagglutination (MA) test, and indirect enzyme immunoassay, used for the determination of IgG, IgA and IgM antibodies. The character of antibody response in the animals immunized with components of F. tularensis surface structures (S-complex) and with live tularemia vaccine was compared. The study revealed that immunization with the S-complex induced the formation of antibodies detected by all three methods. Antibody formation to the S-complex was found to be dose-dependent. With the increase of the injected dose of the S-complex, antibody titers determined in the PHA test decreased and those determined in the MA test increased, which was seemingly due to the induction of antibodies differing in their isotypes. After immunization with the S-complex the levels of IgG antibodies were lower and the levels of IgM antibodies by day 28 after immunization higher than after the injection of live tularemia vaccine.